June 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians,
In St. Patrick’s Grammar School we encourage all our students to read and invite the incoming Year 8 to take part in The Summer Reading Challenge, which encourages children to read during the long summer holiday. 
Research has shown that during the summer break, children’s reading skills can be reduced by one to three months.  The Summer Reading Challenge helps children to retain their reading skills, builds confidence and sends them back to school ready to learn.   

Children can read whatever they like – modern and classic fiction, non-fiction, sports books, historical books even audio books - just as long as they are reading. 
Recommended authors can be found on the reverse of this letter for your son to read and enjoy.  We suggest your son reads three books during the long summer break, as well as completing, one book review, one character study from any of the books read and one profile of an author.  All work can be recorded in this booklet.

There will be a number of follow-up activities on the Summer Reading Challenge during his first week at St. Patrick’s and it is important that your son can contribute and feel comfortable when discussing his choice of books. We will display the best reviews around the school and of course, there will be prizes for these! 
Should you have any queries or would like to discuss this activity further, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you in anticipation of your support in helping your son maintaining his reading and literacy skills this summer.
Yours sincerely
Ms R. Trainor
Head of English


St.Patrick’s Grammar School


Summer Reading Challenge 
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	Fantasy
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Name:………………………………………………………………………….


Age:…………………………………………………………………………….


Appearance:………………………………………………………………


What is this character like? Use adjectives to describe him/her……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………….





�





What are his/her hobbies? What does he/she like to do?





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


What are the character’s family or friends like?





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





What happens to the character during the story? ………………………………………………………………..





…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………….





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….





Does the character have any special skills? ………………………………..……………………………………………





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….





What is your favourite thing about the character?...................................................................





……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

















What is the book about?





�
�



�
�



�
�



�
�



�
�






Who would this book be suitable for? Age/interests





�
�



�
�



�
�



�
�









Book Illustration





Book review by: ___________________________________________





Title: _______________________________________________________





Author: ____________________________________________________





Non fiction					Fiction





Book Review





Would you/would you not recommend the book? 





�
�



�
�



�
�



�
�






























Rating: 








Picture





Author’s name





Describe one of the characters you liked.





Genre


What genre does he/she usually write in?


 


 


How do you know?





Background





Place of birth:





Three Interesting Facts:


1:


 


2:


 


3:


 





Name 5 characters the author created.


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


 


 





Author Study





Books by the Author:


1.


 


2.


 


3.


My favourite book:





___________________















